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Is This A Trick Question?

Yes 
• Contributes to our knowledge base 
• Increases "wokeness" 
• Builds character 
• Enhances our standing

No 
• History is history 
• Do past results reliably predict the 
future? 

• Whose history is being told?  
• Whose story is being recorded?



A Better Question:

How does Black 
history portend the 

future of Black 
people? 

They are inextricably 
linked!!!!

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY

http://dangerouslee.biz/black-history-month-spotlight-melva-f-miller/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


The Slave 
Ship  

J. M. W. Turner   
1840



ALL OF US HAVE A STORY TO TELL…HERE IS 
MINE.



The Trends









From The University of Manchester







What ever happened to Chocolate 
City ???????????? 

“You don’t need the bullet, when 
you have the ballot” 



Parliament, 1975 Muhammad Alli, President Aretha Franklin, First Lady

Richard Pryor, 
Minster of 
Education

James Brown, Vice 
President

Stevie Wonder, 
Sec’y of Fine Arts

Reverend Ike, Sec’y of the Treasury





The Clincher…Institute of Policy Studies (2017)  
2045: US as a “majority minority country”





So…Can History Help Us Map 
Out a Brighter Future?



Spotlight:  
The African American Insurance 

Industry Experience

Abraham Lincoln Lewis 





1693   
Puritan leader Cotton 

Mather acknowledges a 
request by slaves to form 

a burial society

1787   
Free African 

Society formed in 
Philadelphia

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS  
ALONG THE JOURNEY 

“…An undying ambition to be something 
and to do something”

Maggie Lena Walker  
(1864 – 1934) 

Entrepreneur, Banker, 
Builder,  

Community Leader 
Agent for the Woman's Union 

(insurance co.) 

Grand United Order of St. 
Luke (Fraternal and 

cooperative insurance 
society) 

St. Luke’s Emporium 

St. Luke Herald 
Consolidated Bank and Trust 

William Washington 
Browne (1849 – 

1897) 

Founder of Grand 
United Order of the 

True Reformers 

1880 - 1920’s  
Formation of African 

American owned 
insurers (Atlanta Life, 
NC Mutual, Supreme 
Liberty Life, Golden 
State Mutual, etc.), 
mutual aid societies, 

fraternal organizations, 
faith-based providers



The NAACP’s Crisis Magazine: 
Cooperative advertising by 
insurance companies in 60 

Black-owned papers 
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=MlsEAAAAMBAJ&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false


1981  
Black Enterprise names NCM 
Insurance “Company of the 

Year”: $6B Insurance in Force 
and $190MM Admitted Assets

2020 
 ~3 African American owned 
insurance companies exist

1932  
Wharton MBA Thesis  -William H. Trent, Jr.  

• 50 African American-owned insurance 
companies in existence by 1930 

• Legal Reserve Companies, Sick Benefit 
companies, Fraternal, Church/Social  

• 32 companies: 95% of insurance of Black 
lives 

• $300MM insurance in force (2019~ $5.2B) 
• $15MM in admitted assets 
• Federation of Negro Fraternals = $400MM = 

2MM people 

2022 
”The Mutual” now in 

liquidation







A Moment of Truth…We Need 
Commitments of…

Talent Technolog
y

Time Treasure



“We believe in the power of ownership and 
our hope  is that through this partnership, we 
can help create  a path for diverse 
communities to build up their  own 
businesses and infrastructure. It’s always 
been  important for us to give back to the 
community and  now, more so than ever, we 
recognize that minority-  owned businesses 
need to be afforded more  opportunities.”

“Access to insurance is crucial 
to the  success of any 
business. I am thrilled to  partner 
in this endeavor where we can  
give diverse business owners the 
chance  they deserve.”

Evolution Advisors LLC Founding Partners 2



Action Steps…Are They Enough?
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